
This pamphlet is not an official 
statement of the law and is provided 
for guidance only. The regulations 
summarized here apply to anglers 
who are Northwest Territories (NWT) 
residents, Canadian residents, and 
non-residents. The fishing rights of 
Aboriginal people in the NWT  
are different from other anglers and 

are not described in this pamphlet. 
The Northwest Territories Fishery 
Regulations are made under the 
federal Fisheries Act, both of which 
can be viewed at www.dfo-mpo.gc.ca 
Closures, fishing quotas and size  
limits for fishing in the NWT may 
change during the year. If you are in 
doubt about any regulation contact 

a Fishery Officer or Renewable 
Resource Officer before fishing. For 
more information about Sport Fishing 
in the NWT, visit the Environment and 
Natural Resources (ENR) website at  
www.nwtwildlife.com

Ask yourself if the fire is really necessary.
Build it out of the wind and near water.
Clear all overhanging trees, bushes and grasses.
Dig a ditch around it to mineral soil or bare rock.
Ensure that it is always under control.
Feel its entire perimeter with your bare hands  
before leaving.
Green trees are not for burning. Use dead trees  
for your fire

•	 KEEP A CLEAN CAMP!
	 Elimination of odours is essential.
•	 Look for bear tracks and droppings  
	 before you make a camp.
•	 Do not sleep without a tent.
•	 Maintain areas for cooking, food storage and 		
	 cleaning fish about 200m (240 yds.) away from  
	 sleeping headquarters.
•	 Burn garbage and bury the ashes a distance away  
	 from camp.
•	 Always store unburned garbage or food in  
	 airtight containers.
•	 Ensure you pack out all garbage when you leave so  
	 you do not endanger future campers. This also  
	 helps keep our environment clean.

	 ABCs OF CAMPFIRE SAFETY

BOATING SAFETY:
•	 Make sure your boat is in excellent condition – top up  
	 fluids carefully to ensure you do not spill fuel or oil into  
	 the environment and check for leaks before you head out. 
•	 Ensure that everyone is wearing a Canadian approved  
	 personal floatation device or life jacket that fits properly.
•	 Bring along appropriate safety equipment including:  
	 buoyant throw lines, a bailing can, an extra paddle, a  
	 sound-signaling device, flares or a water-tight flashlight,  
	 and a fire extinguisher.
•	 Do not overload your boat. Ensure you distribute  
	 equipment evenly throughout the boat.
•	 Tell someone where you are going and when you are  
	 expected back.
•	 If the weather is poor, postpone your trip. If you get  
	 caught in a storm on your trip, head to shore and take  
	 shelter quickly.
•	 If your vessel capsizes, hold onto the boat and do not  
	 worry about your gear. 
•	 For more information on boating safety go to  
	 www.boatingsafety.gc.ca

ICE SAFETY:
•	 Always use extra caution and test the thickness of the  
	 ice before you travel on it. 
•	 Right after freeze-up, ice towards the middle of the lake  
	 is thinner than that along the shoreline.
•	 Never assume uniform ice thickness on rivers and lakes.
•	 Drive carefully and slowly over the ice to reduce water  
	 waves under the ice and possible cracking. 

TREATING HYPOTHERMIA:
•	 Cover the victim and protect them from the weather. 
•	 It is not enough to cover the victim, a source of heat is  
	 needed. Donate your own body heat to gradually rewarm  
	 them and raise their body temperature
•	 Handle the victim gently and keep them as still as  
	 possible.
•	 Wet clothes do not need to be removed if you can provide  
	 the victim with good insulation.
•	 If possible, send someone for medical aid.

	 IMPORTANT SAFETY INFORMATION

Government of the Northwest Territories
Environment and Natural Resources
	 Regional Offices
	 Fort Simpson	 (867) 695-7450
	 Fort Smith	 (867) 872-6400
	 Inuvik	 (867) 777-7230
	 Norman Wells	 (867) 587-3500
	 Yellowknife	 (867) 873-7184
	

Visit our website www.nwtwildlife.com

Government of Canada
Department of Fisheries and Oceans
	 Office Locations
	 Hay River	 (867) 875-5305
	 Inuvik	 (867) 777-7500
	 Yellowknife	 (867) 669-4900

Co-Management Boards
	 Fisheries Joint Management Committee (Inuvialuit)
	 Inuvik	 (867) 777-2828
	 Gwich’in Renewable Resource Board
	 Inuvik	 (867) 777-6600
	 Sahtu Renewable Resources Board
	 Tulita	 (867) 588-4040
 

Report-A-Poacher: 	 1-866-762-2437
Forest Fires: 	 1-877-698-3473
Spill Report Line: 	 (867) 920-8130
Marine and Air Search and Rescue: 	 1-800-267-7270
Boating Safety Infoline: 	 1-800-267-6687
Marine Radio Distress Call: 	 Channel 16

 
Record the phone number of the nearest RCMP Emergency 
number before you go. 

	 FOR MORE INFORMATION, CONTACT:

	 BE BEAR AWARE

YOUR SPORT FISHING LICENCE
A Sport Fishing Licence is required by everyone except:
•	 NWT and Canadian residents under the age of 16 or 65 years of age and over, unless fishing  

in an area that requires an additional validation.
•	 Non-resident anglers under the age of 16 who are accompanied by a person holding a valid 

sport fishing licence, unless they are fishing in an area that requires an additional validation.

Northwest Territories  
SPORT FISHING

REGULATIONS GUIDE
Effective April 1st, 2007 to March 31st, 2008

Look inside for important Daily Catch Limit and Possession Limit information, General Regulations  
and information about Additional Validations and Special Management Areas. Keep this guide and  
place it in your tackle box for quick reference while fishing in the NWT. Don’t forget your licence!

RESIDENCY SEASON 3-DAY*

NWT Resident – A Canadian citizen or permanent resident who has resided continuously 
in the NWT for a period of three months immediately preceding the day they began fishing.

$10 Not 
Available

Canadian Resident – A Canadian citizen or permanent resident who normally resides in 
any part of Canada other than the NWT immediately preceding the day they begin to fish. 

$20 $15

Non-Resident – A person other than a NWT Resident or a Canadian Resident. $40 $30

•	 The Federal Goods and Services Tax (6% GST) will be added to all fees.
•	 The number of days available on a licence and related fees are subject to change.  

Please contact vendors for current licence details.
•	 All licences are subject to conditions noted in the “Additional Validations” section.

*	 A 3-day licence is valid for three consecutive days commencing on the date stated on the licence.



Daily Catch Limit is the number of fish of each species that a person may 
catch and retain in a 24-hour period from one midnight to the next midnight. 

Possession Limit is the total number of fish of each species that a person 
is entitled to possess at any time.

These limits apply to individuals only. Group limit fishing is NOT permitted. 

Unless otherwise specified, a tributary includes the entire stream or river 
which flows into a larger body of water.

	 †In this case, a tributary begins at the mouth of the larger  
		  body of water and extends 1km upstream.  
	 *Great Slave Lake and its tributaries†

DAILY CATCH LIMITS (DCL) AND POSSESSION LIMITS (PL)

SPECIES WATERS DCL PL SIZE LIMITS/OTHER RESTRICTIONS
Arctic Char Rat River and within 100 m of mouth 0 0 Catch and release only

Husky, Peel and West Channel of the Mackenzie River and within 100 m of mouth 0 0 Catch and release only

All other NWT waters 4 7 None

Arctic Grayling Mackenzie River Management Area on Great Slave Lake and its  
tributaries (see Special Management Areas section)

1 1 Minimum size for retention 36 cm (14 in.)

All waters within the Gwich’in Settlement Area, Inuvialuit Settlement Region, 
and Sahtu Settlement Area excluding Great Bear Lake.

5 10 None

Baker Creek (near Yellowknife) and within 100 m of the mouth 0 0 Catch and release only

All other NWT waters including Great Bear Lake 3 5 None

Brook Trout All NWT waters 3 5 None

Bull Trout All NWT waters 2 3 None

Burbot All NWT waters 5 10 None

Ciscoes All NWT waters 350 350 None

Dolly Varden Rat River and within 100m of mouth 0 0 Catch and release only

Husky, Peel and West Channel of the Mackenzie River and within 100 m of mouth 0 0 Catch and release only

All other NWT waters 4 7 None

Goldeye All NWT waters 5 10 None

Inconnu Great Slave Lake and its tributaries 1 2 None

All other NWT waters 5 10 None

Lake Trout Great Bear Lake 1 2 Only one lake trout may be removed from Great Bear Lake Special 
Management Area during any fishing trip

Great Slave Lake and its tributaries† 2 3 DCL – Only one can be from Area VI of Great Slave Lake
PL – Only two can be from Area VI of Great Slave Lake
Only one lake trout in possession may be more then 70 cm fork length

Trout Lake and its tributaries 1 1 None

Prelude Lake and Prosperous Lake 1 / 0 / 1 1/ 0 / 1 April 1 – August 31 / September 1 – October 31 / November 1 – March 31

All other NWT waters 3 5 None

Northern Pike Waters within the Gwich’in Settlement Area, Inuvialuit Settlement Region, and 
Sahtu Settlement Area excluding Great Bear Lake.

5 10 None

Mackenzie River Management Area on Great Slave Lake and its  
tributaries (see Special Management Areas section)

1 2 Only one pike in possession may be more than 70 cm  
(28 in.) fork length. Included in total DCL/PL for GSL*

Hay River, Little Buffalo River and Resolution Bay 2 3 Included in total DCL/PL for GSL*

Great Slave Lake 3 5 Includes Mackenzie River Management Area.

Sandy Lake 1 1 None

Trout Lake and its tributaries 2 3 None

All other NWT waters including Great Bear Lake 3 5 None

Rainbow Trout All NWT waters 3 5 None

Suckers All NWT waters No Limit No Limit None

Walleye Mosquito Creek 0 /3 0 / 5 Season closed May 1 – June 30 / Season open July 1 – April 30

All waters within the Sahtu Settlement Area, Gwich’in Settlement Area, 
Inuvialuit Settlement Region

5 10 None

Sandy Lake 1 1 None
Hay River and the Mackenzie River Management Area on Great Slave Lake 
and its tributaries (see Special Managment Areas section)

1
3

1
5

April 1 – June 6  Included in total DCL/PL for GSL*
June 7 – March 31  Included in total DCL/PL for GSL*

Little Buffalo River and Resolution Bay 1
2

1
3

April 1 – June 6  Included in total DCL/PL for GSL*
June 7 – March 31  Included in total DCL/PL for GSL*

Great Slave Lake 1 / 4 1 / 7 April 1 – June 6 / June 7 – March 31

Trout Lake and its tributaries 1 / 2 1 / 3 April 1 – June 6 / June 7 – March 31

All other NWT waters 1 / 4 1 /7 April 1 – June 6   June 7 – March 31 

Whitefish
(All Species)

Waters within the Inuvialuit Settlement Region, Sahtu Settlement Area, 
Gwich’in Settlement Area

10 20 None

All other NWT waters 5 10 None

	 AWARD FOR TAGGED FISH

Fish are tagged to help fish managers learn about the distribution, movements, relative abundance 
and growth rates of fish. With this information, fish managers are better able to protect fish from 
over-exploitation and the adverse effects of development.

The Department of Fisheries and Oceans awards anglers who provide information about tagged fish. 
If you catch a tagged fish, write down the species, location where it was caught, the date it was 
caught, length, weight, sex (if you can determine it) and the lure used to catch it. Mail this information 
along with the tag to:

Fisheries Management Technician
Department of Fisheries and Oceans
42043 Mackenzie Highway
Hay River, NT, Canada  X0E 0R9

7622437

	 FORK LENGTH

	 REPORTING FISHING VIOLATIONS

Violations of renewable resource legislation are serious offences. 
Violators, such as poachers, willfully deplete fish populations, while 
the unregulated activities of land and water users may cause harm 
to fish and fish habitat. Timely information concerning any suspected 
violation is greatly appreciated. If you see something suspicious or 
illegal, please call and provide as much detail as possible, including 
the date, time, location, vehicle licence plate, air registration letters  
or boat registration number and nature of the incident.

Fork Length
is the measurement from the tip of the snout  
to the fork of the tail.

•	Please release your fish with care and respect.
•	Use a hook remover or needle nose pliers to  

remove hooks.
•	Minimize handling and keep fish in the water if possible.
•	Do not hold fish for later release; this practice  

reduces survival.
•	Your barbless hooks will make “Catch and Release” 

fishing easier.
•	Avoid fighting your fish to complete exhaustion.
•	Ensure you use the correct tackle for the targeted fish 

species. Fishing line that is too light can lead to lost lures  
or fish, and extended fight times if a light drag is used.

•	Avoid contact with the fish’s gills and eyes.
•	Do not squeeze the fish.
•	Tight lines! Enjoy your fishing experience.

To conserve fish stocks, the following waters are closed to sport fishing during the times 
noted. All dates are inclusive.

	 WATERS CLOSED TO SPORT FISHING

Water

Big Fish River

Mosquito Creek & the waters of Great Slave 
Lake within 1km of the mouth of Mosquito Creek

Providence Creek

Yellowknife River between Prosperous Lake & 
Bluefish Lake

Alexie Lake and Chitty Lake

Coordinates

68°39’N, 135°52’W

62°42’N, 116°05’W

61°15’N, 117°32’W

62°40’N, 115°15’W

62°40'N, 114°05'W 
62°43'N, 114°07'W

Closure Dates

Closed year round

May 1 to June 30

April 15 to May 30

Sept. 1 to Oct. 31

Closed year round

	 CATCH AND RELEASE FISHING




