il

Gwi chodéin Traditional K
Rat River Dolly Varden Char

Report prepared for the Gwicho#bBoarBénavékwabl! e Resour

January 2 8, 2010
Gwi chéi n Social & Cul tural | nstitute

Phaos/Images clockwise from top: Dolly Varden ch@FO, Slide on Fish Creek Sandstrom; Amy Thompson and John
Carmichaet GRRBDolly Varden CharGRRBMapping in interview GRRB.



Contents

/

w

e

K I

+

1o To [FTot i o] o DN PP PP PP PPRRPOPPPRPN 4
(1] =T [T o T 4 o - T PP |
Previous Traditional Knowledge (TK) WQAIK..........oovieiiiiiiiii e 5

Dolly Varderchar ManagemENT............oueioi it e e e e e e e e e e e e s r e e e e e s annnnreeeeens 5

DoAOKQAY ¢NF RAGAZY.EL...YXY. 288 .8 RIS e, 7

. NAST 20SNBASE 2F DsAOKQAY (NELRAGAZ2YLEL...dAaS82F wl

DN O N O 1 N A R N =0 VA =38 TR 12
Place NAMES AN TrAIIS. .......coiiiiiii e 14
(LU ¢ (=T o)l o] 0] (=110 o PSSP 19

D6AOKQAY ¢9YY 52ff.28. . £LNRSY. .LKENLLSEELGK. ... 21

DsAOKQAY ¢9YY 52f f.8. . £LNRSY...L.KENL. aAINLGAZY..22
Upstream Mgration: Arctic Coast to Rat River inthe.fall.............ccoooi e, 22
Downstream Migration: Rat River to Arctic Coast in the spting............ccccoee e, 25
LI .01 T 26
MURIPIE CRAr RUNS ....ciiieeiieeeccce e e e e e e e e e aaaaaaaeeas 27

DGAOKQAY ¢9YY 52ff8 . £LNRSY. . .{.LL.GY.AY. I, 28
SPAWNING NADITAL ......eeiiiiieee e e e s e e e e s e e e e e e anes 29

DGAOKQAY ¢9YY {dzoaAraidsSy.QS..dza.S..2F%..52f.0.8. . .tLNRSY

SBASONAI USE.....eiiietiiie ettt e ket e e e bt e et e et e e n e n e e re e 30
1Y oTo =T g WU =T PP PPPRTON 31
FISNING METNOUS......ceiiiii et e e e e e e e e nnnnees 32

DGAOKQAY ¢9YY 5S0fLAY.S. AV . . LRLAZA. LAAZ2Y. e, 33

B0 011 o T PO P PP PPPPPPRPP 33
(ST L0 PR 36

D6 AOKQAY ¢9YY LYLIOG 2F OfAYL.AOS. . .QKLY.3S..2y.382¢ff

D6AOKQAY ¢9YY . .t.NBREAAZY. .2V .  OKEN e, 39
T | ST PP PP RUUPPPTY 40
Eagles and hawks.............oooiiiiiiiiiiie it nnnne e sinnnnee e nneen . A0
ST T Y] £ PP 40

DsAOKQAY ¢NI RAGAZ2YI Y VardefZhiai GRREAGST! wl

w



L)1 =] £ 41

Y= = OSSPSR 42

(@ 11 a1 g o =T F= (] =P 42
DSAOKQAY ¢9YY ¢NIF RAGAZ2VLE£. Y. LEY.EDSY.S Y. b....LINL.Q.(42
DGAOKQAY dzaS 2F FyR {V.24.0.8R3AS..2.F. . .wk.(..wA 35N}
Moving Forward: management of Dolly Varden Char..............ooooeiiiiiiiiiieeecee e 46
]l o] T ]e] £=T o] 0|V OO PP PEPPPPPPPPPPRPPRN 49
Appendix One: Char monitors and fall teChNICIANS............oooiiiiiiiei e 52
Maps
Map 1. Map of Rat River and Mackenzie Delta...............cccco oo 6
Map 2: Gwich'in Fishing Locations for Rat River Dolly Varden.Char.............ccccccovviiiiiiieeiinnnn, 10
Map 3: GWICH'IN PIACE NAMES..... ... e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e s eae s e e e e nenaaane 15
al Ll nd® DSYSNIfAT SR GONIXYRAGAZ2YIf DgAIOIAY...0.ND A f
Map 5. Gwich'in Lands and Land UsSe Plan ZANES............c.uuviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiee e 20
Map 6. Char migration route: Char TK StUAY.........coviiiiiiiiiiie e 23
Map 7. Inset map: Nataiinlaii and Peel Channel...........cccvveeiiiiieiiiii e, 24
Map 8. Vittrekwa River and ROAA RIVEL...........oooiiiiiiii et 27
Map 9. Char TK Study information: Fish Hole, migration routes, landslides, and sandbars........46

O
> (D
QX QX

DsAOKQAY ¢NI RAGAZ2YI Y VardesZhiai GRREAGK! wl

oF

w



Introduction

The RatRivec5 KI K %BKAG |y Fa Al A a&cfpwszasyfromtyRichddSonD g A OK QA
Mountains into the Mackenzie Delta, entering Eneekaii Han or Husky Chahaglver is associated
GgAGK | 1 S@& adz aaadiSy OSNofhivestKTEriitdries it Rat RiveSDolly ¥ardork QA y 2

charl. Rat River Dolly Varden char (Salvelinus malma, in this report referred to aanchiacally known
aschar andtrout) are a largelyanadromous population, migrating from the Arctic Ocean up throigh
Mackenzie Delta to overwinten the springfed pools of water known as Fish Hole on tieadwater
tributary _uk Nijik, Fish Creek
ODGAOKQAY wSysSgl
.2FNR YR DgA@KQ
¢tKS DgAOKQAY 27
McPherson, NWT have harvested tr |
fall run of char up the Mackenzie
Delta to Fish Creek for generations
it is the only sizable char run the Dolly Varden char
DosAOKQAY { Sltisid SY Photo: GRRB
culturally vital andich food source

Narrative evidencsuggests aeclinein the char population for several decadédisseems that the

historic harvest was sustained at higher levels than possible in thenlasty yearsConcerns about the
decline in the char stocks were voiced as early as the 1980s, and in response several population
monitoring projects were initiated For the last decade, though, the char stocks seem to have stabilized,
except for a dramadi decline in 2004Populations seem to have recovered for the 2@dd 2008

counts.

Dolly Varden Char

Rat River Dolly Varden char argenetically diinct stock of anadromou@&hey migrate from salt water
to breed/spawn in fresh wat@ichar that spawnri the Rat Rivewatershed Adult char live in the ocean
and return to the Fish Hole on Fish Creek to spaiine young female and male chthat do not migrate
out of the river are usually referred to as residehiar. Biologists working with char have fodithem
throughout theRat Rier and in Fish Creekowever, the only currenttknown spawning and over
wintering site for Rat River char is in Fish Creek, a sgadgributary of the Rat River high in the
mountains (sedap 1, below). According taHaszard and Sha{2000:23),

'wlki wAGSNI52ffe +FNRSY OKEFENIFNB | faz dzaSR SEGSyaArodsSte
use.

> Some Rat River Char stay in the river year doun

% For more information on monitoring projectee Sandstrom, et 22008
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[Char migrate p the]western channels of the Mackenzie Delta in katgjust and edy
September to spawn and oveinter. The female diga redd[spawning area, nesth
gravel areas of the stream and lays eggbich are fertilizethy the maleThe eggs
develop over winter and hatch in early spridgveniles live in the river for five to seven
years before migrating badkrough the Mackenzie Delta to fe@guthe Beaufort Sea
Adult charfeed on other fish, atptic in®ct larvae and gastropod€harare asensitive
species vulnerable to enviroemtal disruption as they requiddear, swift flowing water
and clear gravel to spawburing migratiorand spawning they are vulnerable to over
fishing as their migratin routes and spawning sites are predictable

The flesh of the fish is red and the fish are traditionally smoked and dried for late¥ose recently,

char have been commercially harvested and are often frdaetater use Map 1 shows the location of

CAaK / NBST=Z wlti wWABSNE FyR |1 dzale& wAGBSNIolfaz2z OFff¢
2F C2NI aOt KSNB2Y YR (KS DgAOKQAY YR Lydz@Al f dzA

Previous Traditional Knowledge (TK) work

TheTraditionalKnowledge studgonducted by the GRRB in 2008sthe first interviewbased project

to specificallffocusonD g A OKQAY GNI RAGAZ2YFE 1y26f.SKBS DHR OKKQI ywl
Environmental Knowledge Project (GEKP) included interviews abauinc@neral, much of the
information relates to the Rat River Char. This information was included B théd OK QA Y 2 2 NR
the Landbook aswellD 6 A OKQAY wSySgl 6f S wSa2 dAesySByers (POBINR |
interviewed Inuvialuitand GWOK QAY NBAARSyda 27F ! 1 I @MBigFi$ho 2 dzi
River is nortlvestof Aklavik in the Inuvialuit Settlement Regidwditionally, Papilet al (2003)

conducted a traditional knowledge study foretWest Side Working Grouplillar 2007: 3)

a 0
YR D
iKS

K

Dolly Varden char management

Concerns about the declining population of Rat River char led to the formation of the Rat River Working
DNRdzL) 6ww2 D0OX gKAOK 2NRIAYyIffe AyOfdzZRSR NBLINBaSy
Resources Councilin] t A1 X GKS ! 1fF @Al | dzyiSNB | yR ¢ NI LILISNE
wSaz2dz2NDOSa /2dzyOAf Ay C2NI aOt KSNA2YI DAOKQAY wSy
Management Committee (FIMC) and Department of Fisheries and Oceans CangdaA{@RB@nuary

2009 regional Renewable Resource Council megdfifgS b A KOGl G DgAOKQAY wSySégl of
(OfLYdz@A {10 YR DgAOKeIl DgAa O rtIsigehtohisprBesdedan BteresSii 2 dzZND S
inclusion in theRat Char meetingss ecognized underth® 6 A OKQAY [ 2 YLINBKSYy air @S [ |
Agreement These groups were subsequently invited to participate in the March 2009 annual meeting

There was also successfuinotion made at the West Side Working Group meeting in early 2009 to have

the chair of the Bt River Working Grougttend West Side Working Group meetings andewersa

*The FIMC is the fisheries management body for the Inuvialuit Settlement Region and the GRRB is the
YIyF3SYSyli o02Re& FT2NJ gAftR{AFSTI AwtAeazRAYy3I FTAAKSNASAZ F2NJ

DsAOKQAY ¢NI RAGAZ2YIYVadeZhiai GRREAAGK! wl (i w
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Gwich'in Traditional Knowledge
of Rat River Dolly Varden Char

Map: Gwich'in Social & Cultural Institute

Map 1. Map of Rat River and Mackenzie Delta
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During 2006 to 2008, the Rat River Working Group dzLJLJ2 NI SR 6 & (K S clbsgdit@K QA y O3
fishery as a voluntary closure, with a small allowable catoathby monitors only. For the 2010 fishing

seasona voluntary allocation systemay replace the voluntary closure due to increasing population

counts.

Recently, the various boes responsible for managimgrthern formDolly Varden char, including the

Rat River char populatiohave committed to arntegrated Fisheries Management Pi@RMP)for Dolly

Vardenchar¢ KS LX 'y gAff O2@SNI G§KS wl @éttlemghRArea and theNS 1 ¢ NAR
Big Fish, Babbage, and Firth rivers in the Inuvialuit Settlement Radierbodies responsible include

the GRRB, FIMC, DFO and Parks Canaéaagreement will be an important reporting tool and a

valuable source of information fall stakeholders in managing Dolly Varden char. It will detail how the

FAAK gAft 06S YIyYylFI3ISRZI IyR AyOtdzZRS DSAOKQAY YR LYy

Northern formDolly Vardenincluding the Rat River char populatiomay also be placedn the federal

Species at Ridist but first must be recommended Bgommittee on the Status of Endangered Wildlife

in Canad4COSEW)@o be a speciesatrigk Ly GKS OFasS GKIF (G wéntedtd I GKS I
ensure that traditional concerns are adddised and that the needs of those who use the resource for

cultural and subsistence purposes continued to be.the®d 02 NRA Yy 3 Gtatus Réppr@vel / Qa

site (ttp://www.cosewic.gc.ca/eng/sct2/sct2 6 ecfmiiia> A G A& / h{92 L/ Q&l NBaLRy
existing information that is pertinent to assessing the status of a wildlife species, including scientific
knowledge, community knowledge, and Aboriginal Traditional Knowledge that has been subjected to
appropriate quality controls and can be obtainiedm literature sources or from the holders of the

information. Inaddition, by implemeningan IFMP befie a formal assessment is complete thegve

ensuredthat Species at Risk will consider it aseaistingplan and take it into account when issuing
recommendations for the status of Dolly Varden.

Ly NBaLRyaS (G2 GKSasS O2yOSNya |yR (G2 FRRNBaa FArak
Renewable Resours®oard (GRRB) conducted six interviews with Elders and fishers in the communities

of Fort McPherson and Aklavik familiar with the Rat River cFle six interviews were preliminaayd

completed in anticipation of more interviews scheduled for 2009 and 2010 to fill data Glap$roject

is funded by the GRRB Wildlife Studies Fund, Depanttiof Fisheries and Oceans Canada, and the Oral
Traditions & Cultural Enhancement Program Funfibrmation about char biology, migration,

behaviour, and traditional use from these interviews and previous informatidiected by the GRRB,

0 KS D¢ xidl R Quityfal Ifisfitute (GSCI) and other projects are included in this rdjatsix char

TK interviews conducted in 2008 by the GRRB are referred to collectively as Char TK Study in this report.

~ ~

' x E A Hdaditional Knowledge

® ChelseaHermus acting GRRB fisheries biologist, frdraft Dolly VardenFMP(September 2009).

DsAOKQAY ¢NI RAGAZ2YIYVadeZhiai GRREAGST! wl (i w




Traditional knowldge (TK)describes a body of knowledge generally held by indigerpeople about

their cultural,physical and biophysicdandscapes, among other thindshas beerbroadly defined as

the cumulative body of knowledge, practice, and beliefs surrounding théar$hips of living things

and the environment (Berkes 199%)is gained and maintained througamily and othemelationships

(often through oral traditiong; stories and alternate ways of teachiagd learning)and familiarity and

use of the landlt is not static;it is cumulative diachronicanddynamic Information is constantly

reviewed, updated, and compiled by practitione¢sK S D g A OK QA (GTCINAH & SR / 12 dydOM DK C
Traditional Knowledge Polidgy 2004 This policy was written becausé the importance of TK to the
DosAQEKRSY L2t A08 RSEAONROSE YR RSTAYSE Do6AOKQAY ¢YX

D6AOKQAY ¢N}YRAGAZ2YIf Yy2¢f SRIS Aa GKIG 02Re 27F
passed from one generation tmather by oral means or through learned experience,

observation and spiritual teachings, and pertains to the identity, culture and heritage of

i KS D gThiuody bfknowledge reflects many millennia of living on the Itaisda

system of classificain, a set of empirical observations about the local environment and

a system of selfnanagement that governs the use of resources and defines the

relationship of living beings with one aher and with their environmetft

DosAOKQAY TFAa&KE&digciericeNdBd s¢fehtific pdngiples,hadng worked closely with fisheries
scientists in their settlement area for many yedfser example, Alfred Semple went out with fisheries

scientists and the game warden as early as 1958 to show them Fish Hoteaagpdf the Char TK Study
interviewees work with DFO as char monit(sse AppendiX®One) The Char Monitoring Programads
successfutommunity-based progranwith local fishergrained to collectscientific information,

consistently anaver thelongterm.{ OASY GAFAO AYF2NNI GA2Y | YR LINARY OA L]
along with other firsthand observationdD g A OKQAY KIF NBS&aGiSN&ER 3ISYSNIffe &Ll
are providing is firshand or not Often, they specify who they heard it froffhis dows the listener to

assess the information in conteecondK YR AYFT2NX I A2y A AR2WABVSINS T O
heard..Q

"OEALE T OA OOE AraditidnaE usexofRAtRIEE Dolly Varden char

¢KS DgAOKQAY (NI RAring tBeyupstrefard migratidn i $hR latd fumNteOdad fall) aRddz

at the spawning grounds of the char in Fish CiseleMap 2 for fishing locations)The route up the Rat

River and Fish Creek can be difficult, especially above Destr@itiowhen the channels are shallow

and canoe was traditionally use@har travel up the Rat River to their overwintering location at the Fish
HoleonFishCreeR Y26y Ay (GKS ¢SS0 h@GeikeTheov@fiittaryg afeasyrd dzl 3S |

GDQ)\OKQ)\Y CNROIFE [/ 2dzy OAf ¢CNI RAGAZ2YIE Yy2gft SRAS t2tA0ex
WdzyS HHIZ HAanno s habike AwiiladledOthel GISCI svebsitdat
http://www.gwichin.ca/TheGwichin/traditional.html
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http://www.gwichin.ca/TheGwichin/traditional.html

upwellingsof warm ground water that do not freeze over the winter, protecting the ckidrarleave the
Fish Hole when the ice breaks up in the sprimg are rarely harvested at this time

/ KIFNJ Aa | RStAOFOe F2N G4KS Didths GfcOltto/confe ®yCcbmopiréd A G A a
with otherfishLy GKS LI 480X DéAOKQAY aK2gSR NBaLISOG G2 |If¢
DsAOKQAY @I fdzSa 27F & Rély\ardeh chanam AlciNBHarSage hothyfelerraal toa (i S
asdhikQA ¥ (GKS ¢SSG0UQAG DoAOKQAY RAFESOG aLR1Sy o0& Dg.
ODSAOKQAY wSYSslo6fS wSaz2 dzNOBhED 6 A20 KNIRA yi iR D IAKOK QIAS/NIY
char, and arctic char to refer to the Rat River Dolly Vardamn ch
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Map 2: Gwich'in Fishing Locations for Rat River Dolly Varden Char.

DgAOKQAY 7T vasdols loEatidid a@hglthd Lipkti@éam migrati@k ChoqBigEddy), at the
mouth of Rat River where it enters Husky Channel, ad@f K %K A (DesttuetighITKySekMap
2) when the water level inthe riverislow KS D@ A OKQA Y

FTAAK y2NIK 27

0KS DgGAOKQAY I NBI & roéntd Ndavikdh e pagt
when the population was higiGhar netavere checked at least twice a day because the fiah easily

e R

aKINB GKS Ol G§0OK
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0S502YS YRNHaslybedRfes soft and the fish is spoiledconsumption|t is preferable to
harvest live fish fromienetsLy GKS LI 40X DoAOKQAY 62dxZ R ONBI iS LIk
confineduntil they could process thenThey may have used willow nets, sweep nets, fish traps, spears,

or handmade lures and lines to harvestciaD 6 A OK QA Y wBosS 2k RS | wRa Do A OK QA y
1997)

DsAOKQAY 9f R &e\ikst chidh Ofithe $e@pRvasipfieh dookéd and eaten immediately

Eggéwere mixed with berries and eaten as a treat; or dried for later. lRendered fat from intestines

was addedo dog feed or used as amediche &f ¥ GKS FAaK 2Af Aa OSNE 3I22R
hearing, you put little bit onand you drop in your ear, to soften the wa&. Another treat waghe liver

YAESR 4 A (iYKu cooR IN@JAnS yol putithem anmy cranberries, and that is the way to use it

That is real good grub ther®

After being caught, char were generally smoked and dried right away as the flesh spoil&easily

after drying and smoking, charustbe frozen since it has a high fat conte&eompared with other

dryfish such as whitefish. y G KS LI 402 a2 Y-K2 dza Sdches &MNEatedtdRHadi Ay WA C
permafrost Fish could also be allowed to ripen if it were not froz€thar backbones were smoked and

dried and used as bait inaps, and the skin might have been used as a poultice for burns and other

wounds After the fishing season, the camp was cleaned by raking waste and burning it, leaving the

camp clean and ready for the next seasbioday they are bagged and froZeesi= R NA S-R 2 NJ WK | €
RNASRQ> I RSf{ADFORK BKYS yw DB22 ISRRS | w&Ha DdzNIO®VEIA Y 9f RS
after [a] few dayg[the] trout, you know ¢ half-dried, and they dig down to thgpermafrost, no shovel

themdaysX i KS& RA3I Al & ¥VRK O DENI Kiilze pdrnSafosd cakhie wadi@l aldo

prevent loss to scavengexdn the fall they get their trout and they just put that trout in the ice and

GKSe O0t2aS A0 Ay X a2 GKS o0SIN g2y Qlitoe Ay (§KSNB
weeksé"

CFrYAfASA FTNRBY Fa FFENIIFgle |a ¢aakddiKArdddRedthey 2 dzf R
go to, Rat RiverAnd then they have a big dance and stuff likethatSf f = ¢KSy @&2dz IS4 YS
happy£”L y (i K $ winlerd.ipé@bpleiout caribou hunting used to stop by there and put a net in

take fish, not a whole bunch but what people needed for supper or for their dogs because they

G0N} Sttt SR 6@ R23 (SFHY (KI G500earydyk® Sa GKI G o1& o1 @

"¢KS DsAOKQAY dzaS (KS s2NR wS334Q (2 YNERAYNAI DI TXER NBIT
8 Sarah Simon, GEKP interview, December 12, 1996, Fort McPherson.

° Alfred Francis, GEKP interview, December 5, 1995, Fort McPherson.

19 Alfred Semple, GEKP interview, May 10, 1996, Aklavik.

1 f FNBR { SYLX S$35 @ KanmksWbikshop Dapa 17 Kianhayy 1999. |

Y9KRAAGEG DOAOKQAY tf1 OS blYSa tNR2SOGSE WIydzZd NBE mddhds ¢
¥ Woody Elias, ARI Wolves/caribou/lichen project, 2009

* Anonymous, 2008, GRRB Char TK Study, Fort McPherson.
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Char weremore abundant in the pasgt for example in the 1920s, people fishing for char at Big Eddy had

G2 OKSO1 GKSANIySia GKNBS GAYSa || RIFeé@ O6DSAOKQAY w

Alfred Semple remembered large catches in the early to18i2Ds followed by a progressively smaller
catch ofO K I theEwas$11940, ever since that, they slack down quite a &it.

' xEAESET , AGCAT AO
|

area, indicatig lengthy traditional use and cultural importanégne legend is included beloW is set

-NB aSOSNIYft fS3ISyRa& GKIFIG NBFSNI G2 DoAOKQAY

aroundb SOSS(RshH@eP | YR g1 a NBO2NRSR F2NJ 0KS / ht9 LINRE2S

Entitlement, during the 1970sThe legend describes/o powerfu medicine merg, one helpful, one
bad!®

Medicine Man of Fish Creek

A long time ago, a group of people were hunting and fishing near a place called Fish Hp
The people were living near what is known today as Fish Creekurther upstream at Fish
Hole, amedicine man lived by himself, and downstream a few miles was where the group of
people lived.

e

The people living below Fish Hole were catching a fair amount of fisnobody complained-
but upstream the medicine man was beginning to think up some badhihgs. He wanted all
the fish to himself and didn't want to share it with the people below

One day, one of the men from the camp was out hunting when he spotted a strange thing
happening. Up above him on the mountain ridge, quite near the Fish Hole, aw the
medicine man performing witchcraft. The medicine man was dancing back and forth over
the ridge all by himself The hunter knew the man above him was up to something evirhe
hunter went back to the camp and told the people of what he had seen up the ridge. Soon
after, a big mountain came tumbling down toward the Fish Creek, causing a tremendops
flowing noise and a dam stopped water from going down past the peopl&€he fish stopped
coming, toa

After a few days passed, the people began to gebmied. They had to have food for the
coming winter which was near They had to have fishNo one dared to go near the Fish Hol
as the medicine man disliked people to bother himThings were getting desperate so, ong¢
day, the uncle of the medicine man, sb a medicine man, decided to try his powers on him

1%

=

The uncle left the camp and walked up to the darithere he picked up a small fish, the size d
a sardine, and a piece of flintHe also had on him a piece of sinewe tied one end of the
sinew on to the fish tail and the other end of the sinew was tied to the flinHe aimed for the
mountain or dam and let go of the flint and fishThe dam disappeared and, once again, the

> Alfred Semple GEKP interview May 10,6.99
'® COPE Story by Paul Bonnetplume
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river flowed freely past the people below The people were very happy now that tke river
was back to normal

Up at Fish Hole, the medicine man finally noticed the dam had disappeared and was
disappointed. He was very angry and knew his uncle was responsible for what had
happened He was thinking of getting rid of his uncle but the ucle was one step ahead of
him. Before he could do anything, the uncle started his worle took a dog and put a muzzle
on its mouth. He then cut the throat and began to fill a dried caribou gut bag with the dogis
blood. After the bag was filled, the uncleinfastened the muzzle and punched a small hole in
the caribou gut bag The blood started to drain slowly, drip by drip, until it was half gone
About the same time the uncle punched the hole in the bag and the blood began to seep out,
the medicine man up aFish Hole started having a nose bleedlvhen the blood in the bag was
half gone, the uncle plugged the hole, giving the medicine man just enough time to straighten
out. A few hours later, the uncle unplugged the bag and the blood proceeded to flodwnd, yp
at Fish Hole, the medicine man was growing weaker now that his nose was bleeding again
The uncle did not bother to plug the bag again, and just before the medicine man died, |he
knew his uncle was doing this to him and he knew, too, why he was dying

Fish Hole and Fish Creek, popular today for char, had always been plentiful of fish.

Other versions of this legend are also recorded in COPE textsd N2 O1 F @l f I yOKSé¢ 2y GK
the creek has been recorded, and according to ra@idon datinghe slide happened around three
GK2dzalyR @8SINA | 320 ¢tKAad afARS YlI& NBftIFIGS G2 GKS
antiquity. The slide interrupted the flow of Fish Creek. Geologists specify that the slide may have been
caused by an e#liquake or other tectonic causéduriol B et aln.d.). Today, the debris from the slide

is visible @ the east shore (left shore) of Fish Creek about two kilometers above the mouth of the creek

whereit flows into the Rat River
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Rock Slide on Fistreek. Photo Credit: S. Sandstrom.

ManyotherD g A OK Q A ¥ind 6t&igaBfgt Bdhe traditional use of Rat River and the abundant char
run there In another legend, an evil old woman forces two young girls to stay withOrer makes a
daring escape&vith the help of a giant, who puts his legs out to help the girl ceosger. Eventuallythe

2f R f I R2Qa GKAy3Ia FNBE RNRBLIIJIR AydG2 GKS gl G4§SNE

The old lady's things fell out of her bag and went into the wa#tthe fish people came
out to take her thigs The fish were very busy taking thing&e gayling took the i

and was very happy with this, this is why the grayling's fins are very coldur&loche
took the fat, this is why loche liver is fatfyjhe jackfish took the fish spear this is wihg t
jackfish is a long fisfThe char was around the outside and gathered up lots of things
The char took the bone axe, the wolverine foot, the moose hoof, the ice chisel, the
caribou antler and all the knivesNow when the char's head is taken apart ali¢se
things that he took from the old lady's bag can be found in théfe

Place names and trails

CNI RAGAZYIE DSAOKQAY YIFYSa 408t dza | odeti K2g LIS2
knowledge of the landThey are like windows into the tradii A 2 y I £ Odzf G dzZNB X KA & (2 NBE X
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Map 3: Gwich'in place names.
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