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1 Word from the Chairperson ï Robert Charlie 

 

 

 

The Gwichôin Renewable Resources Board (GRRB) has been in 

operation since 1995 when it was officially sworn in at a meeting 

in Inuvik. Although the Gwich'in Comprehensive Land Claim 

Agreement was signed in April of 1992, the GRRB did not 

officially start its implementation process until 1994 when we 

hired an Executive Director.   The Executive Director then began 

the job of setting up the office and hiring staff.   The GRRB 

office is on the second floor of the Alex Moses Greenland 

Building in Inuvik.  We presently have ten full time staff, and 

hire summer students to assist on research projects.   

 

Over the past ten years, the GRRB has worked with the communities to determine what 

the management and research priorities are with respect to wildlife, fish, and forestry.  

We have reviewed past research in the Gwichôin Settlement Area (GSA), identified 

information gaps, and have developed various research projects to begin the process of 

collecting additional information to fill these gaps.  We have involved the communities in 

these projects by hiring community people as assistants and guides; we have utilized their 

knowledge of the land and wildlife to complement existing scientific knowledge.   

 

We have partnered with other government agencies that are also responsible for wildlife, 

fish, and forest management.   This has allowed us to diversify our source of expertise as 

well as to share the high cost of carrying out research in the Gwich'in Settlement Area.  

We have partnered with the Territorial governmentôs Department of Environment and 

Natural Resources (ENR), and the Federal governmentôs Fisheries and Oceans Canada 

(note that Canadian Wildlife Service and Parks Canada are agencies of Environment 

Canada). We have also partnered with non-governmental organizations such as Ducks 

Unlimited and World Wildlife Fund.  We have an excellent working relationship with 

both government and community groups. Staff meet regularly with the Renewable 

Resources Councils in all four Gwich'in communities and periodically with government 

agencies to review joint research plans. 

 

The Board is composed of representatives selected by Federal and Territorial 

Government agencies and the Gwich'in Tribal Council.  It holds two-day semi-annual 

meetings.  Meeting locations alternate between the four Gwich'in communities and 

involve the GRRB staff, Renewable Resources Councils, government agencies, non-

governmental agencies and the public.  We host a community meal during each meeting 

so that the community members have a chance to meet the Board members and GRRB 

staff.  Board members and GRRB staff spend one night in the community and this 

provides additional opportunities for them to discuss renewable resources management 
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issues with local people.  It also ensures that Gwichôin administrative funds for the 

operation of the GRRB stay within Gwichôin communities as much as possible. 

 

The GRRB is also involved in regional and national issues; it has met with Territorial 

Government Ministers and Federal Government officials to discuss issues that may affect 

the GSA.  As well, the Board has been involved in discussions on the Migratory Bird 

Convention, Species at Risk Act, Fisheries Act, and GNWT Wildlife Act.   

 

We also meet periodically with other co-management boards to discuss items of mutual 

concern to groups in the north.  This has allowed us to present items jointly as well as 

realize some cost-savings.  Rather than several groups traveling individually to Ottawa or 

Yellowknife, one group can make a presentation on behalf of all co-management boards.    

 

Management plans require a solid base of information and consultation. Over the past ten 

years, we have realized that the development of management plans is a slow process.  As 

we find gaps in the information available, more research is needed on various species of 

wildlife, fish and plants to produce the plans. Also, the consultation requirements of the 

Renewable Resources Councils and government agencies are extensive and require a 

great time commitment.  To this end, the GRRB has succeeded in completing several 

management plans and is currently working on several more. 

 

Overall, the GRRB has done an excellent job of involving the communities and 

partnering with other agencies.  We still have a lot of work to do to complete the 

activities in the Implementation Plan and will strive to continue public involvement in 

renewable resources management. 

 

 

 

Mahsi Choo, 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

_________________________________________ 

Robert Charlie,  

Chairperson, Gwichôin Renewable Resources Board 
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3 Abbreviations 

 

 

 

 Here is a list of acronyms used in this report: 

 
ARI Aurora Research Institute 

CWS Canadian Wildlife Services 

DFO Fisheries and Oceans Canada 

ENR (ENR) Department of Environment and Natural Resources  

GCLCA Gwich'in Comprehensive Land Claim Agreement 

GEKP Gwich'in Environmental Knowledge Project 

GHS Gwich'in Harvest Study 
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GIS Geographic Information System 

GRRB Gwichôin Renewable Resources Board 

GSA Gwich'in Settlement Area 

GSCI Gwichôin Social & Cultural Institute 

GTC Gwich'in Tribal Council 

GTP Gwichôin Territorial Park 

HTC Hunters and Trappers Committee 

PCH Porcupine Caribou Herd 

RRC Renewable Resources Council 

SFMN Sustainable Forest Management Network 

 

 

 

 

 

4 Introduction 

 

 

 

The following report is a summary report and is meant for all audiences.  Those requiring 

more detailed information on any of the contents should contact the Gwichôin Renewable 

Resources Board office or visit our website at www.grrb.nt.ca. 

 

To mark its establishment in 1993, the Gwichôin Renewable Resources Board (GRRB) 

has put together this summary report covering all GRRB activities and projects for the 

past 10 years and provides an overview of the GRRB, its staff, and information available 

on renewable resources in the Gwich'in Settlement Area.    

 

Renewable resources (wildlife, fish and forests) are an important part of Gwich'in culture, 

lifestyle, and economy.  The GRRB works with the four Gwich'in communities (Aklavik, 

Fort McPherson, Inuvik and Tsiigehtchic) to ensure that resources are used and managed 

in a sustainable manner.  By working together, we can ensure there are resources for 

future generations.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

The GSA encompasses thousands of delta channels  

http://www.grrb.nt.ca/
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    5 Gwich'in Land Claim 

 

 

The Gwich'in Comprehensive Land Claim Agreement was signed on April 22, 1992. The 

Agreement covers approximately 56,935 km
2
, and includes the communities of Aklavik, 

Fort McPherson, Inuvik and Tsiigehtchic 

 

5.1     Land 

 

The Gwich'in Settlement Area (GSA) includes diverse landscapes. Two mountain ranges 

fall within its borders: the Mackenzie and Richardson Mountains. These high elevation 

areas are covered primarily with arctic and alpine tundra.  The settlement area is also 

divided by the Mackenzie River and includes half its delta.  The river drains an area of 

1.75 million km
2
, discharges 335 km

3
 of water per year and carries 118 tones of 

suspended sediment, making it the largest delta in Canada.  Vegetation in the GSA varies, 

with dominant forest coverage consisting of white spruce, black spruce, and birch trees.   

 

 5.2     Map of the Gwich'in Settlement Area 
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5.3     People 

The population of the Gwich'in Settlement Area, including Gwich'in beneficiaries, 

Inuvialuit, Metis, and non-aboriginals, is approximately 5,100 (Year 2003).  There are 

close to 3,017 Gwich'in beneficiaries of which 1,664 live in the land claim area.  For 

centuries, the Gwich'in have depended upon the land for their survival. Today, their 

accumulated knowledge is used to ensure sustainable use of the land and resources in the 

Gwich'in Settlement Area.  People still depend heavily on renewable resources in the 

area, such as wildlife, fish, and forests to maintain their lifestyle and ties with the land. 

 

Each community has a council that deals with local renewable resources issues. The 

elected or appointed members represent their community at meetings to make decisions 

on renewable resources management and planning. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                             

 

5.4     Renewable Resources  

(*Note:  Italic words indicate Gwichôin language.) 

 

The Gwich'in Settlement Area (GSA) supports many different wildlife species.  The 

range of the Porcupine and Bluenose caribou herds and boreal woodland caribou overlap 

the settlement area.  Herds of Dallôs sheep (Divii ) can be found in the Richardson and 

Mackenzie mountains.  Moose (Dinjik) are also found throughout the region, as are 

predators such as grizzly bears (Shih), black bears (Shoh), lynx (Niinjii ), and wolves 

(Zhoh).  The Mackenzie River Delta, lakes, and wetlands of the GSA are visited by many 

migratory waterfowl species, such as tundra swans (Daazraii), scoters/black ducks 

(Njaa), scaup (Nitsihdin), and mallards (Datsôan vichitôik gwitlôoo, Neetôaii).  Many 

wildlife species are hunted and trapped by Gwich'in harvesters for subsistence purposes, 

but Porcupine and Bluenose caribou (Vadzaih) are the main food sources.  Fish are 

harvested throughout the settlement area from rivers and lakes. The main species used are 

broad whitefish (Ğuk digaii, Ğuk zheii), Dolly varden charr (Dhikôii), inconnu/coney 

(Sruh), lake whitefish/crookedback (Daltsôan), lake trout (Vit), burbot/loche (Chehluk) 

and northern pike/jackfish (Eltin).   

      
Community members from Aklavik           Gwichôin Elders:  E. Vittrekwa and E. Mitchell 


